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From time immemorial, people have always been fascinated with the human body's functioning and internal structure. This fascination led to the development of fields such as post-mortem and human dissection. The Greek clergy carried out the earliest human dissection practices for religious and social reasons rather than medical ones. The Park article opens up with a tale of Chiara of Montefalco, whose body was dissected as her fellow nuns tried to make sense of why her body was not decomposing, five days after she had died. 
Perhaps the earliest recorded Greek scientist interested in opening up the human body was Galen (131-c.201CE). Galen was a Greek philosopher and surgeon who lived in the Roman Empire. Although human dissection was not allowed during his time, Galen made observations on the human body by studying the athletes who were injured as he fixed them up. Galen's comments led to the discovery of new surgical procedures to treat the injured athletes. Although Galen never opened up an actual human body, he did dissect animals and made drawings of their internal structures. These drawings formed a basis on which renaissance scientists made advances in the field of human dissection.
As the renaissance age dawned, there was a renewed thirst for dissecting human cadavers and studying human anatomy. Perhaps this was fueled by the discovery of Galen's manuscripts. It became a common practice to have the bodies of undesired persons dissected in annual events that attracted huge audiences. Criminals, poor foreigners, pilgrims, and the lowest members of the society were the primary sources of these corpses. As the popularity of public and academic dissections grew, so did the unorthodox means of acquiring corpses expand.  Perhaps the most bizarre incident I found in Park's article was how in 1319, four students of master Alberto of Bologna were prosecuted after they robbed a grave to obtain a corpse for their teacher to dissect.
Notably, the renaissance period saw artists develop an interest in the internal human anatomy to produce naturalistic art accurately. One prominent icon was Leonard da Vinci, who developed an interest in dissecting human cadavers and observing their anatomy. Leonardo made some accurate drawings of the human muscular system, the skull's internal structure, and the skeletal structure of the human body. From the video, Beauty and anatomy episode 1: "Galen and Leonard," we see how accurate and futuristic these drawings by Leonardo da Vinci were. After going through the Park article, I was awed by the long way modern-day human dissection has come, and I was able to appreciate better the role Greek and renaissance scientists played in its development.
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